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I nrepared for this porning cariersthes weel. 1 read through the

. - L ke l =
Jessons, tat with the first lesson T pould not S8TOD, - could not leave doseph

kpnaing hit needed 1o stay with him %0 +he end of the: 8TOTY . o, 1 knew the

story before. 1 ramember my mother feading O BE every worning before school

ag we awgited the shoool buz. oShe regd foom 2 devotional Dook entitled at

Jesun Feel. ‘we hook told tha gtories of thpabam and |sasEl and Jacob, ef
._'_'__.—-_-h'-'_'
Voses and Johua and David and S0lomoriy af Jesus and Felter arid Faul. Eul most

of all the bogk told the s1OTY of Joseph. Day alter day after day We wonuld

follow Joseph from the rift of the coat of magy colore, o dreamsz af hia
suthority over his father and brothers, through the trechery of his brothers
and his being sold into slavery. throuph the fime in potiphars house, and the
svil 6f potiphars wife, 10 +he time in prisen and the interpetation of dreams

ard on through the rest of the stpry. 1 loved the story of Jospeph, the

gtory of the one who [0 mather whnt helg te his love for hig Ged and his
Family. ‘hough nistreated Joseph"s hearT remained pure and Torgiving. This
-ﬂ

lagt week as I was again caught up in thés story I knew 1 e+ill loved this

ctory, it is a parw of me.

Growing up, 1 knew the story of Josephfwas my story. L WAEB Joseph. Two
I —
veekﬂ ago a heard another pastor tall about Jogeph as the ideal Hebrew, ae

the man every nebrew oy WEE IXa iged to be. ep T was tralned, this story was

sunk deep into my behng through its being told me over =and oVer.
xhunxlxknﬂznnx:xpa;tmrxix:hnughtxttansxn;xu:kiinnxxux:nilxpunptnxwhnt
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Fut 1t isg the Christmas season, the time to center our +houghts net an

Jjoseph, but on Jesus. Today our sospel tells of the twleve yvear old Jesus,
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golng to Jerua arents to clelbrate the pasBover. A I have

read through this text, I have realized how deeply engralined +his story is
within me alseo, In Sundsy Schoel, in germons, in devotions this sLory of




ifsua renalning behind becanme my story. Dut as well as I know it and feel

it, 4t was not until this last week that I redlized one thing that could be

true. Jesus might have bheen discussiog the story of Jogseph: Who knows?

Jesug, God's owrl son may have been Tilling his heart with the same =to
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that filled my heart. GSurely he wag taught of Moses and Jacob and Zlijah

and Daniel, He grew up on the same stoives that T Erew up on. Thése storkes

of God and man shaped and molded him just as they Bhaped amd molded me,

I am alwasy amazed that everyone doesn't share these storges. Some of
vou have grown up without Jegesh and David and Peter in your hearts . Some

of you have pgrown up without the nurtura and instuction of the parables am

of Jesus, and stories like this one of +the visit to the temple. If vou are

one who is without these stories in your heart I don't lmow what to say to

¥vou but read and read and read these gtories until you know them better fhan

¥you know your ﬂhﬂJEEE%;&%L_ They will kake you into the one God wille yeu
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La be,
WE wWorry about nuelear war, and unemployment and the prices of orona.

e give little thought te who tells pitoriss 40 oyp chilgren gnd rrandehildres.

today the TV tells the storfes that shape our children. Hig fird is substitutec

for Joseph, Armold for the 12 vesar old Jesus., ue watdh Dallas @anstead of

hearing abeut Javid arid Bathsheba. It is not that the stoies of the televiston

are less hWholesome than the stories of the Bible, surely they are not, \Hen

we strated to read from Cemmsis, one church member gtopped me with the guestion,

—

why are we readlng that smut in ehurch. Ha the Eilbleigal accounts ave not

more pure thanwhat we see on TV, but the one Impertant difference is that

dod is absent. 'The people are the same, but TV and mevies pives us & world

in which teod i= mot. That makes believéng harder for us and for our shildren.

—

wod's own son, Jesus, sat as a student, he asked gqueztions, he learned,
You and I need to t=ke time to do the sams, Fod's own son took time to

g£e o the temple, to attend synazogue. e éach of us need to do the same.

JBEUS was subject to human fnstitutions and customs, he kived did not reject




what tod had provided for him.
Une other thing that has impreseed me this week has beéen Who even for

vesus there was a time te be born. I think of our papfisms with the ecleltratio

and happiness, like the shepherds coming to the stable. And for Jesus a time

I

to learn, not jucst a2 a twelve year oid but all the way up to the age af thirty

a tine te crow in wisdom and stature and in faver with fed and man, and then

a8 time to serve. 5S¢ I am sure God iptepds thege three things for us, times
to celebrate just belng hise, -and times to learn and srow in understandine,
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and then times of serving, of giwming ourselves to him =nd his work. A1l thtee

Are important.
I think when any of the three is #lighted then sickness developes in

the echurch. UWhen therej : Lon, cedy Jeornin, ard duty, thep love

rows cbld and Cod 1s not served. Where there is ‘only celebration and learning

but 1o serviee then the church bezins to die, for 1life that is lived only
for self somehow feeds on itzelf and destroys itsddf, And when there is
chkebration ard servige and no learning then we find ourselves going off fin
all sorte &f wrong directions..

ihat does &81]1 af this have to do with us. Ve Luthsrans sometimad Torsed

to celebrate, sometimes we forget to learn, but most often we forget that we

have a mission. Especially in country churched the danser is that vou will

exigt for yourselves, that you will plan your life arcund survival of your

e

congregation rather and service. Only if you have 3 vision and direction
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and purpose that is larger than your survival and your own needs, only as
you pive your life for cthers wiihl your life be saved.

InrEEmEiNAY It aninrinnatacthatithex transiatersxRavixehesEns Ty
48 your pastor, I want the chidl of Sethlehem and his body, the church

to be a more vital part of your life. Learning and serving:and celebrating

-

ars ¢ vory important to you. And to all of us, -He b —sewmce-pieemes

ol

= g i s i - Devote yourselves more and more

—

ko_what God wants %o. do in you and through you. Aven,




