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wanted to ocifer a Biple otwdy and pack the room. 1 would ofler #

study on Revelation. I_would reil all the secrets oi the Bign3 g2ivan

thers. snowing how all around us evente ars moving to the safad. 10U woula

7 1 ' 1 Ta gl +1 know. [ Tou would watch
flock to hear tThe BHECTELE thHat wvour nelghbors o ot Lo

the evening news nodding your heads. yes. another Sigrn. You would tell

—

evepyone you meet the time is short now. fnd it would all seem 80

important. a8 if yvou weres closer to Jod in all ef this than ¥ou DEd Sy¥aT

Deaen .

e

Why don't I offer the study? [ do not want to iead you astray. jJor

whnen Jesus comea again I doubt that he will ask. Did vou nave it all

figured sut? Were you first on vour block to know the meaning oI the ten

horns of Daniel. the dragon of Hevelation? The end will not bring & prize

to the one who was clopest to predicting the actual day. No, Jesus calls

ug Lo oocupy ourssives with something guite Difisrent Irom this.
More likely he will ask. Were you praying Ior your enemiss. IOr thelr

forgivenesa. their blessings? Were you empiylng your warashouses of their

grain that the hungry might have daily bread? Were you doing honest labor

e —

that brought blesgings to others? Were you honoring your Iatner ana your

mother. raising children in the Tear of the Lord?

Jesus smaid., '"There will be signs in the sun. the moon. and the stars.
and on the sartn distress AEMONE NATIOoNE coniusasac DY The roAring ol The oea

and the waves., People will faint from fear and foreboding ol what 18 COmMing

.

upon the worlid, for the powers of the heavens will ve shaken.

gt B : . u_“.'.-.._-
Chans everywhere., that is what is coming, slhd Jesuay Eé bl guard o

that vour hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkeness anad

the worriea of this life. and that day catch you unexpectedly like a Trap,

For it will come uwpon all who lLive upon the Tace of the whole earth.
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I ' m reminded of how Heggie Jackson Drepared nimselt ror the pressures

ot major lesgue baseball. He turned nis stereo up to 1te very loudest and

read A bock. In his mind he blocked out all the noise entering his ears
L .

and concantrated on his resding.

Jesus calla we to something like that., In. a world wWhere There ino

—

——

every kind of chaos to make ue arraid. asnd changes alwaye tearing at us.

Jegus calls ue to centar. to concentrate on hisg word. devoning our lives in

loving eervice, Jesus calle us ©o belisve in nis love. his power over tne

—

Tuture. his victory over all enemies. JEsus wants wvou to pelieve in him

more Lhan vou listen to and believe the BEvening news. Jegus ocallas vou to

Live remembering that the final word snd the last judgement about BVary

thing and evervene will be spoken by him.

Therefore. be slert at all times. ag Jesus says, Praying that you may

nave the strength to eacape all theme things that will take place and to

.

gtand before the Son of Man.

What does all of this mean for us? We oL ChHreiat ' church are called

— "
daily to be sbout his work. (ur nearts are not to be fixed on impressing

our neighbora, proving we ars better than they. or first in line. nor fixed

on now awtul things are becoming. The church of Jesus Chrisr ie callisd to

taith and love. Though all other things change around us Tthe church of

Jesus Christ will still be called to faith and love until That day whepn sll

the world will mee the Son of Man coming in a sloud with Dower And great

glory. Then we will sgend up snd rsise up our heads, knowing that cur

redemption 18 drawing near.

unthe day when Jesus was crucified tThe disciples panicked. Hau1nE

heard these warnings from Jegus. in fear cthey locked themsslves behind

closed doors. Unly the womsn watched and waited. taking Jesus bodwy aowm
e LS

from the cross. returning aiter the saobath to anoint the body with spices.




The aisciples lomt fmlth in God s powsr in the face of what wea happening.
Lhe women watched and wailted.

Fray that wvou will be like them. FPFray that nothing vou will ever =ee

or hear will rob vyou of the certainty of God s love for vou in Jesus Christ

and of God'e power over your future and svery Tuture that will ever be.

Pray that vou will be given atrength to escape every Temptation and to

ﬂthd before the Son of Man, Jesus Christ your Lord. Amen.




