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Jesus just wanted to be alone. He withdrew frem there to a bonely place

apart. OUn that dagy Jesus was not interested in teaching and reaching and healin,

1t was rot hio ‘interntion to blese childran, or %o teach his disciples to pray.

For terrible news had come to him. Jeohn the Eaptist was dead. Jehn,who had

been there st the bteginning of Josus ministry, whe had pointed to Jesue and

announced, Behold the Lemb of Gad who taRes away the sin of the world. John
—_—

who had Barmxwii stood there in that watep with Jesus, baptising him, witnessing

Sod'e own spirit descending upen Jesus, John. was dead.

Jehn had been beheadedbecause & yeung girke dance plassed a king., He saild

Ask anything, She sald; "John's head on a platter. When Jesus was told all

of ihis he withdrew to a lonely place apart.
Sometimes we talk and set as if the Christian is alwayse to be availiable,

alwaya helpping and smiles and giﬁing. R%ana pEmise the Lord, Fut hpw often

iwﬂf st mey T, L ‘ Lkt
Hithdrgﬂﬁ*ﬁuﬁt off alone to pray. 4 time of qulet, a time of peace, if Jesus

a———

needed this time, how much more do we. When the TV is not blaring, no book

Or newspapare in our hands, nor knitting nor Tishing rod. a time to stop and

- —_—

reflect and pray. 1 find that when I most need that time, I most fear it, eo

= —

full of going and doing and talking that fhe silencesecems almost death. Thar

dadxhasxtarsiopixe Our Lord did not fear the silence, we need not fear it elther

Eut ae is so #ften the case in life, when we most need that tonely place,

the demandd come even there to pull us back, The crowds heard# where Josue

was heading and rushed cut te¢ drain more from him. He hed compassion upon them

and kealed their sick. When evening came, the disciples came to him and eaid,
This is a lonely place, and the day ls now over; send the crowds away to go

into the vildgees and buy food for themselves." A practical suggestion.

Jesus sald, "they deed not go away, you give them something to eat." We have
only five loaves here ard twe Tish. T ey were practical, realistice. They




saw the need, the resources at hand, they inew the people could not be fed

with thesex,

Jesus sald,” Ering them here to me." He e took the loaves and the: fish,

lﬁﬁkﬂﬂ ‘up to heaven, blnEE&d and btroke and gave the loaves t6 the iisc*ples.

and +hey Ve them to the crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied, why

cven the leftovers were abundant. Efelve baskets Bull.

liow L try to be a pemctical man. Uhet een we do to make a difference
for the hungry of the world, or to bring peace in the middle esst, or to =y

one man dying of ¥ The answer that forgge on my lips is nothing. Hut

within me there iz that dreamer, or is he simply the man of faith. What if

we believed in God and listned %o Cod, how many loaves do we have, how many

Tish? How many mi ed snd gatisfied and brought to beace if we
 Men
could only let faith feke rodt 4n our hearts and gsrow. Five thousand that

day were fed, plus all the women and children. What might God do in us -and
throggh us if we would but hearken diligently to nim..igéﬁige QUT  SATE AWARY
from all the noise and babble musie which £ills them every walking hour and

ineline them to God. What if we would respond to the inviation we heard

o

from Isaish, the invitation to come to God, hear him that our souls might live.

what would Talth the size of a grain of mustard seed do in my 1ife? Would

E

it free me from all that drives me, the greed, the anxiety, the chaeing after

more and more security?  Would just that much faith feesxma =often those

hards spots in my heart, make me gentle, fnrgiving? God misht feed pegple
then! What if it happened te all of us that we bﬂllE?E&ltﬂ let go of all the
nsgalians .

anger, and the fear? What could gGod do if he had all the gifte and bleasings.

he has provided us? What could We do if for just one dayall that we have and

e

ares were at his command?

But I am practical. 3o when there are five thousand people and I've got

my fiwve loavee and twe fish, I hang on tight, buy some locks even, and pray

to God that he ehould find something for the rest of them. Because I remember

S

John the Baptish,
4o God esaye today,

thousands of years agier Tiset sald them,




Ho everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come;

buy and eat! Ceme,am buy wine and milk without _meney and without préce.

'ﬂELjELEPL spend your money for that which is not bread and your labor for

that which does not satisfy? Hearken dilipently to me snd eat what is good

and delight yoursleves in fatness, Inecline vyour ear %# and come to mey hear

that your soul may live.

Listen ‘to God, he will feed you with bread that satiafies even as

whrist satisfied the five theusand,

Cne thing 1 fear doing as = pastor. I am alwaye afraid fe of painting

too rosy a pai picture., Those who stand in pulpits in other placeg say,

Fray , bleieve, vou'll have healing apnd bread and heakx safety. Flve thougand

were fed that day, but they all got hungry afain. shen Jesus Tinally ‘did get

hls time alone later that nightsurely he saw his wwn head =con to be served

up on the platter of the cross. Five thousand are fed and ifs like heaven

has come, the kingdom has oome. But the night would not be ober before a

storm tedeed a 1ittle boat around on the sea.

LiedrpgriF pood and evil are Butting heads repeatedly in this world.
The good man John killed for nothing, the next moment healing and food the

Jway God wants healing and feod for his children. Elessings and curses, love

and hate, forgiveness and revenge abl wrapped up and rolled together in the

package that is our life., God says, believe, trust in me, I will have the

last Word in Jesus Christ. UkBn every dark cloud has flashed and sounded and

I

the winds have beaten and the hail and the rain have pel ted; when the darkeess

has blotted out every star, then T mxi¥¥x will be the light uf the ngw day.
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Watﬂﬂ E‘-"ll and sin and death and the dévil, every ETIENLY , -
witd—mee—tT. Wait patient¥y, believe in him, and I will break the power of

evil over your heart even now.
When one you love, a mother or father, has lost the ability to remeber,

has become & uhild in the mind, then Ged's new day just can't come too souon,
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drinking and drugs anﬂ-ﬁisnhadien:g_hnuﬁEg,anhﬂ_l—ibrnhaaxgnuiu toueh

et
inxi:xhg;x:knnx:xhnnnzxxHu:xinxlllxxxn;Extknluﬂgznn:lﬂxrniihxh;xﬁnﬂzh:ve

hnunxhinunnﬂx::xumnfu:uxnithxianl;xEurxixxmx:u:::ha:

Christians are not spared such troubles: Fut we are pnromiged that

e
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WE w11l never Bome to a place se lﬂnely that Jud will not be thErE, Faul

saye 1% so blodly, "For I am sure that neither death nor life nor ihings
angels nor principalitiss, nor things preesent, nor things to come, nor DPOWers
nor: heithgth nor depth not anything else in all creation will be able to
separaie us from the leve of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Until the kingdom comes, even gz Ood Zpasrxfanmerexabundantiyckanrakk
Thatiw eatisfies five thousand heme, millions there, for some Five loaves
don't go around, and eome heads of G d's servants end up on platters. ¥What

—_———aa

vommorrow will bring to you ro I; Exdaxx we do not know. Tut kriow that God

e

will be Jn that tomerrow with you, getting you resdy for that Tinal tommorrow




